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Dinner with the devil

n a bustling restaurant in Da-
maséus in 2009, at a table
shielded by a fountain, two at-

weap-
ons and drew a “red line.” Assad
chose not to cross that line; he va-
porized it instead.

The world is outraged by sucha
barbaric act but should not be sur-
msed..%’wok‘xmn about Syr-
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There are no good options for
the United States, but doing noth-

ing is not an option, It's a shame
we didn’t act two years ago when
we could have armed the rebels
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er have shied away from a
fight when our liberty or
someone else’s was at
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But we deserve a detailed plan
that spells out how we go in and
how we get out.

We must respond strongly and
in a way that hurts Assad and de-
ters him, Iran and any other coun-
e vy o
ing weapons of mass
Best case: An overwhelming mil-
itary strike and subsequent assis-
tance weaken Assad’s grip on
power, win the hearts of ordinary
Syrians and providethe Free Syri-
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